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direct through routes, by stabilizing rates, and by greatly improving traffic facilities. Incidentally, of course, they increased Mr. Harriman's power; but if he did not use that power to promote corporate interests at the expense of the public welfare, his policy in making such investments can hardly be regarded as unwise, or mistaken.
In the light of all that we now know of transportation affairs in the first two decades of the present century, Mr. Harriman's activities between 1899 and 1909 were, to say the least, far more beneficial to shippers, producers, and consumers than were interstate regulation and Government control between 1909 and 1920. He left every railroad that he managed better than he found it; he stimulated production throughout the Great West by furnishing adequate transportation to markets, and he moved many million tons of freight that never would have been moved if he had not lived.